
PLEASANT VALLEY COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Bettendorf, LeClaire, Riverdale 

  

UNOFFICIAL MINUTES 

                                                                                                                                                                                   

  

BOARD OF EDUCATION, REGULAR MEETING, BELMONT ADMINISTRATION CENTER 

Tuesday, December 10, 2013 – 6:00 P.M. C.S.T. 

                                                                                                                                                                                   

Regular meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by President Witters. 

                                                                                

MEMBERS PRESENT:   Cournoyer, Dickson, Isbell, Wagle, Witters.  Absent – Bullock, Paulsen. 

  

Also present:  Jim Spelhaug, Christine Harvey, Mike Clingingsmith, Brian Strusz, Sheri Coder, and Mike Zimmer. 

  

AGENDA APPROVED:  Motion by Cournoyer, second by Isbell to approve the agenda as presented.  All 

ayes.  Motion carried. 

  

COMMUNICATIONS:  President Witters welcomed everyone present.  Director Cournoyer  complimented the 

technology department on the new portal desktop.  She thanked Rob Swinney, Orchestra Director, and the quartet 

he provided for the LeClaire Library endowment event and she thanked the district for the opportunity to attend 

the AEA’s recent legislative panel meeting. 

  

Dr. Spelhaug thanked the Greenwood family for their generous donation of a new AED defibrillator as well as a 

new training device to the high school.  It will be kept in the cafeteria. 

  

President Witters thanked the board for the opportunity to attend the Iowa Association of School Boards 

Presidents Conference.   She also congratulated the PVCHS band on their December 9 concert. 

  



Mike Zimmer thanked PV graduate Rachel Schultz for her recent donation of a marimba and mallets. 

  

CONSENT AGENDA:  Motion by Dickson, second by Cournoyer that the consent agenda be approved as 

presented.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  The consent agenda consists of:   the regular employment of Diana 

Bleeker as a special education aide at Cody and the extra-curricular adds of Jeff Bernhardt as head varsity boys 

soccer coach and Jason Bowling as assistant wrestling coach; nine open enrollment applications-in – six from 

Davenport and three from Bettendorf schools; seven early graduates and approval of Achieve Quad Cities Data 

Warehouse Master Data-Sharing Agreement 

  

EXPENSES APPROVED:  Motion by Isbell, second by Dickson that General Fund warrants be issued in the total 

amount of $121.844.72 in payment of invoices presented.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

  

Motion by Dickson, second by Isbell that Nutrition Fund warrants be issued in the total amount of 

$51,361.33 in payment of invoices presented.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

  

Motion by Cournoyer, second by Wagle that Elementary/Junior High Activity Fund warrants be issued in the 

total amount of $2,335.55 in payment of invoices presented.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

  

Motion by Wagle, second by Dickson that High School Activity Fund warrants be issued in the total amount of 

$15,276.64 in payment of invoices presented.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

  

Motion by Isbell, second by Cournoyer that PPEL Fund warrants be issued in the total amount of $53,015.63 in 

payment of invoices presented.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

  

Motion by Wagle, second by Cournoyer that Capital Projects Fund warrants be issued in the total amount of 

$1,830.00 in payment of invoices presented.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

  

Motion by Dickson, second by Wagle that Debt Service Fund warrants be issued in the total amount of 

$9,487.94 in payment of invoices presented.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

  

Motion by Cournoyer, second by Isbell that Internal Service Fund warrants be issued in the total amount of 

$1,029.43 in payment of invoices presented.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

  



Motion by Isbell, second by Wagle that Trust Fund warrants be issued in the total amount of $268.30 in 

payment of invoices presented.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

  

2014-2019 COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN:   As presented at the November 25, 2013 board 

meeting, the district seeks input from stakeholders relative to ideas for the Comprehensive School 

Improvement Plan (CSIP).   The plan will be completed this spring.  Please e-mail one of the following with 

your ideas: 

  

Chris Cournoyer, Director District 1, chris@ccx.net 

Heather Witters, Director District 2, Board President, witters1@mchsi.com 

Nikhil Wagle, Director District 3 nwagle1968@gmail.com 

Scott Isbell, Director District 4, Isbell@q.com 

Joe Bullock, Director District 5, Board Vice President, bullock@mchsi.com 

Pam Paulsen, Director District 6, pj0114@msn.com 

Jean Dickson, Director District 7, jzd@bettylawfirm.com 

Brian Strusz, Assistant Superintendent, struszbrian@pleasval.k12.ia.us 

Sheri Coder, Director of Literacy/elementary curriculum, codersheri@pleasval.k12.ia.us 

Jim Spelhaug, Superintendent, spelhaugjim@pleasval.k12.ia.us 

  

REVIEW OF 2012-2013 AT-RISK REPORT:  Brian Strusz presented a review of the 2012-13 district At-Risk 

Program.  In January, 2012, new statewide reporting requirements dictated that all school districts identify 

their at-risk population on the basis of defined criteria (such as unexcused absences, suspensions, grades, and 

grade equivalent scores).  On the basis of that criteria, 340 (a decrease of 58 from last year) students were 

identified as needing some type of alternative programming and/or support services or 8.7% of the district 

enrollment.  This represents a decrease of 1.2% from the 2011-2012 school year.  

  

Motion by Cournoyer, second by Isbell that the Board approve the At-Risk report as presented.  Roll call vote.  Ayes 

– Cournoyer, Dickson, Isbell, Wagle, Witters.  Nays – none.  Motion carried. 

  

UPDATE OF FIVE YEAR CAPITAL PROJECTS:  Dr. Spelhaug and the board reviewed and discussed the next draft 

of the PowerPoint which will be used in presentations to inform constituents about the special election on 



February 4, 2014 when the district will seek approval to extend the Physical Plant and Equipment Levy and the 

Instructional Support Levy by ten years.  This is an extension of an existing levy.  It is not a new, an increased, or 

additional levy. 

  

He also reviewed an informational brochure on the election which will be mailed to district residents the first 

part of January, 2014. 

  

2014-2015 CALENDAR:  Mr. Strusz reviewed the 2014-15 calendar with the board including information on 

conferences and professional development.  Previously established were these important dates. 

  

  

                                      Recommended 2014-15 Calendar 

  

               Wednesday, August 13, 2014 – First day of school 

               Sunday, December 21, 2014 through Friday, January 2, 2015 – Winter Break 

               Sunday, March 15, 2015 through Friday, March 20, 2015 – Spring Break 

               Wednesday, May 27, 2015 Last day of school (provided no weather days) 

  

  

Talking points regarding the legislative issue of Hours v. Days were provided the board. 

  

Talking Points -  Hours v. Days 

•        The 2013 Legislature unintentionally eliminated historical provisions of the days calculation. 

•        Must keep in mind the interface of this issue with the fact that our teacher’s contract is based on days of work, not hours. 

•        A key aspect of the historic days calculation that was eliminated was the exception for bad weather late starts or early 

dismissals.  Historically, starting school late or dismissing early was not an issue as these were exemptions within the days 

calculation.  That is, if we had a two hour late start or two hour early dismiss for the weather, that day would count as one of our 

180 days.  The way the law was unintentionally changed is that under the new days calculation this day would not count as students 

were not in session the whole day (minimum of six hours not counting lunch).  The obvious dilemma is that by calling the teachers 

into service, it would count as a “day” of their contract.  An extra day of contract for teachers would cost over $50,000.  This puts 

economic realities against safety protocols. 



•        The issue in going to hours for our district is the length of the elementary day.  We could reach the 1080 hours and still have our 

scheduled early dismiss schedule for teacher in-service (8 dates per year) because we do not count our two conference days as 

student days currently.  It is legal to do so, so they “make-up” the hours missed for those scheduled early dismiss days for 

professional development.  However, the only way to deal with unscheduled early out days (or late start) because of weather is to 

cancel the scheduled early out days that follow the unexpected loss of hours for weather.  Again, safety is put up against another 

important aspect of our program – professional development. 

  

IOWA ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL BOARDS BALLOT FOR DISTRICT #6 BOARD MEMBER:  During the IASB District 

Caucus held at the Delegate Assembly, Wednesday, November 20, the following person was nominated for a 

three-year term on the IASB Board of Directors commencing January 2014:  David Law, Marion Independent 

Schools, incumbent.  The board must return the ballot no later than Thursday, December 26, 2013 using an on-

line survey tool.  

  

Motion by Dickson, second by Wagle that the Board cast its ballot for IASB District #6 Board Member for David Law 

of Marion Independent Schools.  Roll call vote.  Ayes – Dickson, Isbell, Wagle, Witters, Cournoyer.  Nays – 

none.  Motion carried. 

  

2013-2014 HIGH SCHOOL HANDBOOK CHANGES:   Clarifications and corrections to the student parent handbook 

for second semester were presented.  The changes do not change district practices but rather add clarity in public 

documents regarding procedures and expectations. 

  

Motion by Isbell, second by Dickson that the board approve the changes to the 2013-14 student parent handbook 

as presented.   Roll call vote.  Ayes – Isbell, Wagle, Witters, Cournoyer, Dickson.  Nays – none.  Motion carried. 

  

NEW HIGH SCHOOL COURSES:  New PVHS course offerings reflect a continued expansion of college course 

offerings in both liberal arts and STEM (science, technology, engineering and math). Additionally, surveyed 

students indicated a desire for advanced opportunities in art. Under construction, is an additional Literature course 

whose focus is to improve critical-thinking skills as they determine the underlying assumptions and values within 

the reading selection and as they understand how the work reflects society’s problems and culture. 

  

Civil Engineering and Architecture .5 UNIT                                                              ELECTIVE GRADES 10-12 

(PROJECT LEAD THE WAY)                                                                                    FIRST SEMESTER COURSE            

PREREQUISITE:  INTRODUCTION TO ENGINEERING DESIGN 

  



EGT460 Civil Engineering & Architecture .5 UNIT                                                 ELECTIVE GRADES 10-12                   

PREREQUISITE: Civil Engineering and Architecture                                      SECOND SEMESTER COURSE 

  

  

ADVANCED DRAWING                                                                                                                ELECTIVE GRADES 10-12                   

PREREQUISITE: “Art I” and “Drawing”                                                                              SECOND SEMESTER    

  

  

ADVANCED CERAMICS                                                                                                               ELECTIVE GRADES 10-12       

PREREQUISITE: “Art I” and “Ceramics”                                                                             SECOND SEMESTER    

  

  

SOC-110 INTRO TO SOCIOLOGY (277521) .5 UNIT                                                            ELECTIVE GRADES 11-12 

PREREQUISITE: NONE                                                                                              FIRST SEMESTER COURSE 

  

LITERATURE                                                  .5 UNIT                                                                                 ELECTIVE GRADES 

  

  

WORLD HISTORY III: MODERN WORLD HISTORY .5 UNIT FIRST OR SEMESTER COURSE            GRADE 10-12 

PREREQUISITE: Required Course for gr 10 or elective for 11-12 

                                                                                                                                                                                           

Motion by Dickson, second by Isbell that the Board approve the new PVHS course offerings as presented.  Roll call 

vote.  Ayes – Dickson, Isbell, Wagle, Witters, Cournoyer.  Nays – none.  Motion carried. 

  

MEETING ADJOURNED:  The meeting adjourned at 7:46 p.m. 

  

FUTURE DATES:     Monday, January 13, 2014 6:00 p.m. – Regular Board Meeting, Belmont Administration Office, 

525 Belmont Road, Bettendorf, IA 52722.  

  



OPEN ENROLLMENT 

  

Open Enrollment is the process by which a parent or guardian residing in an Iowa school district may enroll 

their child into a public school district other than the one in which they reside.  The deadline for filing an 

Open Enrollment Application for students in grades 1-12 is March 1
st

 prior to the school year of requested 

attendance.  The deadline for filing an open enrollment request for an incoming kindergarten child is 

September 1
st

 of the year open enrollment is first requested.  For more information on Open Enrollment, 

please visit the district website at www.pleasval.k12.ia.us, email or call Kelly 

Hatler, hatlerk@pleasval.k12.ia.us at the Administration Center at (563)332-5550. 

  

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PLEASANT VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT PARENTS OR 

GUARDIANS WITH CHILDREN ATTENDING NONPUBLIC SCHOOLS: 

  

Per Iowa Code Section 285.3, in order to qualify for parental reimbursement, a parent or 

guardian of a student attending an accredited nonpublic school who furnishes 

transportation for the student in accordance with this section, shall submit a notice of 

nonpublic school attendance to the resident public school district, notifying the district 

that the student is enrolled in and will attend an accredited nonpublic school during the 

period for which parental reimbursement is being requested.  The notice shall be filed with 

the resident public school district not later than December 1 for the first semester claim and May 

1for the second semester claim each year.  Forms which must be filled out in order to qualify for this 

parental reimbursement are available at the Belmont Administration Center, 525 Belmont Road, 

Bettendorf, Iowa 52722 and on the district website at http://www.pleasval.k12.ia.us.  Information 

needed to complete the form includes the parent or guardian’s name and address, the 

name, age, and grade level of the student, the name of the nonpublic school and its 

location and the number of miles one way to transport the child from home to 

school.  Iowa Code Section 285.1, subsection 3, limits the number of students that may be 

eligible for parent reimbursement to a maximum of three (3) elementary students and 

one (1) high school student per family.    

  

PUBLIC ASBESTOS NOTIFICATION 

  

In compliance with the Asbestos Hazard Response Act (AHERA) of 1986 (Public Law 99-519) the School 

District has had each building inspected by a Certified Asbestos Inspector.  In the past year, we have 

conducted six month periodic surveillance, floor tile removal at Pleasant Valley High School as well as 

minor removal and repairs in all buildings. 

  

 


